
 
A 
 

Earth, Moon, 
Sun System 

  1. Investigate the Earth, moon, and sun as a system and explain how   
the motion of these bodies results in the phases of the moon and 
eclipses. 

2. Explain how the regular and predictable motions of the Earth and 
moon produce tides. 

3. Explain how the tilt, rotation, and orbital pattern of the Earth 
relative to the sun produce seasons and weather patterns. 

 
B 
 

Solar System 

1. Describe the physical characteristics of the planets and other 
objects within the solar system and compare Earth to the rest of the 
planets. 

 
C 
 

Stars 

1. Understand that the sun is a star and that it shares characteristics 
with other stars. 

 
D 
 

Galaxies and 
Universe 

1. Know that the universe consists of many billions of galaxies, 
each including billions of stars. 

NJCCCS Science Standards on www.middleschoolscience.com  

NJCCCS Standards:   
 
STANDARD 5.9 (ASTRONOMY & SPACE SCIENCE) ALL STUDENTS WILL 
GAIN AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE ORIGIN, EVOLUTION, AND 
STRUCTURE OF THE UNIVERSE.  
By the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/njded/cccs/02/s5_science.htm
http://www.middleschoolscience.com/
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